
Best Nursing Courses in Kenya Qualifications

15 top Nursing courses in Kenya in 2024:
1. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BScN)
2. Bachelor of Science in Midwifery (BSM)
3. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Community Health Nursing)
4. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Mental Health Nursing)
5. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Paediatric Nursing)
6. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Gerontology Nursing)
7. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Oncology Nursing)
8. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Occupational Health Nursing)
9. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Orthopaedic Nursing)
10. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Public Health Nursing)
11. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Diabetes Management Nursing)
12. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Critical Care Nursing)
13. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Radiological Nursing)
14. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Nutrition and Dietetics Nursing)
15. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Perioperative Nursing)

These are general requirements and may vary slightly between institutions. Always consult with
the specific university or college for the most accurate information.

Certificate in Nursing

● Minimum Entry Requirements:
○ Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) with a minimum grade of C- in

English, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, or Physics.
○ Some institutions may require additional subjects like Geography or Agriculture.

● Course Duration: Typically 2-3 years.
● Focus: Basic nursing skills, patient care, and understanding of healthcare systems.
● Career Paths: Staff nurse, community health worker, nursing assistant.

Diploma in Nursing

● Minimum Entry Requirements:
○ Certificate in Nursing or equivalent qualification.
○ Some institutions may require additional experience in nursing.

● Course Duration: Typically 2-3 years.
● Focus: Advanced nursing skills, including administration of medication, minor surgical

procedures, and management of common health conditions.
● Career Paths: Registered nurse, nursing supervisor, clinical officer.



Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BScN)

● Minimum Entry Requirements:
○ KCSE with a minimum grade of C+ in English, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry,

or Physics.
○ Some institutions may require additional subjects like Geography or Agriculture.

● Course Duration: Typically 4 years.
● Focus: Comprehensive nursing education, including advanced clinical skills, research

methods, and leadership.
● Career Paths: Registered nurse, nurse educator, nurse manager, nurse practitioner.

Master of Science in Nursing (MScN)

● Minimum Entry Requirements:
○ Bachelor of Science in Nursing or equivalent qualification.
○ Significant nursing experience is usually required.

● Course Duration: Typically 2 years.
● Focus: Specialized nursing practice, research, and leadership.
● Career Paths: Nurse specialist, nurse researcher, nursing administrator.

Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing (PhD)

● Minimum Entry Requirements:
○ Master of Science in Nursing or equivalent qualification.
○ Significant research experience and publications are usually required.

● Course Duration: Typically 3-5 years.
● Focus: Original research and contributions to nursing knowledge.
● Career Paths: Nursing faculty, nurse researcher, nursing consultant.

Key Considerations:

● Accreditation: Ensure the institution offering the nursing course is accredited by the
Nursing Council of Kenya (NCK).

● Clinical Experience: Nursing programs often require significant clinical experience to
provide hands-on training.

● Specializations: Some institutions offer specialized nursing courses, such as pediatric
nursing, mental health nursing, or geriatric nursing.

● Career Goals: Consider your career aspirations when choosing a nursing course.
● Cost: Tuition fees and living expenses can vary significantly between institutions.


